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Gifts for Gardeners

If you’ve waited until now to pick 
something up for the friends and 
family on your shopping list who 

love to garden, one quick stop at a 
local nursery or home improvement 
center and you can cross those last few 
names off your list and get a few extra 
holiday decorations for your home at 
the same time.

Sometimes the simplest, most obvi-
ous items make the best and most 
appreciated gift, especially when 
you’re shopping for a gardener. A pris-
tine pair of loppers or hedge clippers, 
a good shovel or rake, a humming-
bird feeder, a new hose (Flexogen or 
Colorite are reliable brands), 10-gallon 
plastic garbage cans with lids to store 
potting soil or orchid bark (available 
at Smart & Final), a bird feeder and 
bird seed, a bag of fertilizer or com-
post, all make welcome and useful, 
albeit difficult to wrap, gifts.

Had something edgier in mind? Buy 
someone you love an ant farm, a bat 
house, a worm box or compost bin.

Nurseries are goldmines when 
shopping for stocking stuffers. A rain 
gauge, a heavy-duty adjustable hose 
nozzle, some green plastic nursery 
tape or a roll of twisty tie, blank 
plastic labels, flower bulbs or seeds, 
hose washers, a small hand trowel 
(Corona makes the best one), a hand 
cultivator, small packages of Miracle-
Gro, Miracid, Peter’s or Shultz plant 
food, hummingbird food, those hose 
repair gadgets that replace the broken 
ends of a hose, gardening magazine 
subscriptions, and/or a gift certificate 
from a nursery will all fit snugly in a 
stocking.

If you need more ideas, the follow-
ing gift suggestions look good under 
the tree too.

Potting Bench
Basically, this is a workbench-type 

thing that you stand or sit at to pot 
up and play around with your plants. 
An old Smith & Hawken catalog says, 
“The potting bench is the nerve center 
of the garden.” That may be pushing it 
a bit, but it still is a cool thing to have 
– convenient and handy when you 
have potting to do or flats to seed. You 
can keep all your supplies right there 
and don’t have to go hunting every 
time you need a plant label or piece 
of green nursery tape. Some deluxe 
models even have drawers, sinks and 
shelves built right in. Keep in mind 

though, that potting benches may 
have to be assembled. They’re avail-
able at nurseries, home centers and 
through catalogs. If you’re so inclined, 
you could make a really great one 
yourself; twice as fine as store bought 
for half as much money.

Gardening Gloves
Don’t you hate it when you put your 

gardening gloves on and there’s as 
much dirt in them as on them? That’s 
why no matter how many pairs you 
already have it’s always a treat to 
receive a brand new pair. The inex-
pensive cotton ones are good to have 
around and since they almost always 
fall apart, literally at the seams, they’re 
almost disposable. Since they run 
about $1.50 a pair, consider buying 
your gardening sweetie several pairs 
and wrapping them up together in a 
bundle.

For a bit more money, there’s some 
newfangled ones available at nurser-
ies now. They’re comprised partially 
of some neoprene-like material and 
some rubbery-type stuff. Although 
they hold up well while weeding and 

planting, they remind me of those 
things people wear with their scuba 
gear when harvesting sea urchins 
from the deep. La Sumida Nursery 
has them.

For about $12 to $18 you can get 
leather or suede gloves that last con-
siderably longer. Some of these have 
little string or leather pulls, or tighten-
ers at the wrists that keep the soil from 
running back down into them. Most 
nurseries and The Home Improvement 
Center carry them.

Soap
Yes, soap. Soap makes a great gift 

for everybody, especially people with 
green or brown thumbs. Daniel Case, 
down in Carpinteria has a store called 
Soap and he sells all kinds of the stuff: 
Gardener’s soap, flowery soap, laven-
der soap, fruity soap, girly soap and 
even guy soap. He sells a big, manly 
bar of sage soap that has gritty, little 
things stuck in it that really does the 
trick after your hands have been in 
the soil all day. Soap is located at 910A 
Linden Ave. in Carp. (805) 684-6695.

Watering Can
A watering can makes a practical 

present and if you get a fancy one it’s 
also decorative. Available are color-
ful plastic ones, old-fashioned types 
made of metal or copper and new ones 
made to look old. Prices vary, but one 
thing is certain: the newer they are 

and the older they’re made to look, the 
more they cost.

Garden Art
Speaking of things that look old. 

How about perusing the swap meet, 
thrift stores or yard sales for junky, 
yet tasteful gift items to give as 
garden art? Funky old buckets and 
crocks, rusty dilapidated wheelbar-
rows and birdcages look cool (and 
expensive) when filled with flow-
ers and given as planters. If your 
budget allows, consider buying a 
vintage pickup truck and filling the 
bed or hood with winter bedding 
plants.

Other gems to seek out are worn-
out rusted garden tools, milk or mail 
boxes, gates, mirrors, baker’s racks, 
metal headboards from beds (to grow 
vines on – the possibilities are endless. 
It’s amazing how classy someone’s 
throwaways look when strategically 
placed around the garden

Your time
Consider giving a friend, neighbor 

or relative a gift certificate good for a 
garden clean up, a rose pruning or a 
good, long weeding session from you. 
Although these types of gifts are often 
more valuable than anything you 
could purchase at a department store, 
the only thing you have to spend is 
your time. And, you don’t have to 
wrap them. •MJ

Finally, a political scandal you can talk to your children about – Kathryn Jean Lopez in response to the Blagojevich revelations

In the Garden 
with Mr. Greenjeans

 by Randy Arnowitz

Randy – Mr. Greenjeans – resides in a potting shed with 200 orchids and his gold-
en retriever “Peaches.” He enthusiastically welcomes your gardening questions; 
address them to greenjeansmr@verizon.net.

Watering cans vary in style and price and are just 
one gift idea among many for the gardener in 
your life or on your shopping list

Baker’s racks can be found at thrift stores and 
not-so-thrift stores

A thrift store birdcage as garden art

A vintage 
pickup filled 
with winter 
color makes an 
extravagant yet 
appreciated gift 
for the gardener 
in your life


