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Dear Mr. Greenjeans,
Let me ask you this. Can I success-

fully grow tomatoes in containers? I 
didn’t have much luck the last time I 
tried it. My neighbor has some grow-
ing in smallish clay pots and they look 
stunted and sad. Have any tips for me 
if I try this again? Thanks.

Sincerely,
Mr. Biff Stake
Montecito

Dear Biff,
If you promise not to shoot the mes-

senger, I’ll tell you what I think. You 
can grow tomatoes in containers but 
you’ll have better results if you grow 
them in the ground. Is that vague 
enough for you? I’ll explain. 

Tomato plants can get much bigger 
than people expect. I often see folks 
pop a tomato plant in the ground and 
put one of those dinky, little store-
bought cages around them. Usually, 
a healthy tomato plant will outgrow 
and completely overtake one of those 
cages in a very short time. Similarly, 
when grown in a container, a tomato 

will soon outgrow the space, filling the 
soil in the container with lots of roots 
and requiring everyday watering. This 
scenario of going from wet to bone 
dry to wet to bone dry is not the best 
for tomatoes or any plant really. The 
stressed tomato plant will probably not 
reach its potential and may well start 
to yellow and become susceptible to 
disease. I know: not a happy story.

On the other hand, here’s the good 
news. Determinate varieties, or “bush” 
tomatoes, are varieties bred to max 
out at a compact height of about four 
feet. These determinate types; also 
called “patio tomatoes” stop growing 

Broadway and 
television actress,  
Janet Adderley

CONFIDENCE. POISE. LEADERSHIP.  JOY. 
Give your child a gift to fortify them for a lifetime!

The Adderley School
Santa Barbara’s premier children’s musical 

theatre program for ages 3-17, is enrolling for fall.

Join us for the grand opening of our new location, 
316A  State St., Saturday, September 5th, 12:00-3:00pm.  

Musical Theatre and Dance workshops begin September 8th.  
10% discount with this ad.  Call (805) 899-3680.

Adderley Students, David Schaeman and Ali Mikles 
appearing in Damn Yankees at the Lobero Theatre

“Lola & Joe in 
Damn Yankees” 

“This is the best youth 
performance I’ve seen in 
Santa Barbara”  
 – Kenny Loggin’s   

In the Garden 
with Mr. Greenjeans
Randy – Mr. Greenjeans – resides in a potting shed with 200 orchids and his golden retriever “Peaches.” 
He enthusiastically welcomes your gardening questions; address them to greenjeansmr@verizon.net.

Stunted and Sad Tomatoes
If you are deter-
mined to grow 
your tomatoes 
in a container, 
then stick with 
Determinate 
type tomatoes, 
which are 
accustomed to 
container life

by Randy Arnowitz
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when fruit sets on the terminal or top 
bud. They may need a little bit of sup-
port by cages or stakes and these are 
the ones you want to use in pots and 
containers. The label that comes with 
the tomato plant or seeds will tell you 
which type you are buying. Oh, and 
even with these more compact types, 
use at least a fifteen-gallon container 
when you plant.

Birch Tree Dilemma 
Dear Mr. Greenjeans,

I have some large white birch trees 
growing in my front yard with lots 
of things planted beneath them and 
in close proximity to them. None of 
these other plants really do all that 
well. They are always thirsty-looking 
and never flourish. It seems like I 
water and water but it does no good. 
My question is this: Have you ever 
run into this problem before and if so, 
what can be done about it?

Signed,
Betty Ula
Toro Canyon

Dear Betty, 
Funny you should bring this up. I 

have two clients with birch trees and 
I have noticed the same crazy busi-
ness going on underneath them; the 
birches that is, not the clients. In my 
experience, roses, abutilon, princess 
flower, pelargoniums and other reli-

able garden plants seem to just get by 
and never really take off when grown 
under or near birches. 

I suspect that since birches are 
thirsty trees they rob all the other 
plants of water and food. When I’ve 
increased the water in these gardens 
it appears that the smaller plants con-
tinue to languish while the birches use 
the increased water and grow even 
larger.

What to do? Well, experiment with 
plants you know to be durable and 
somewhat drought tolerant. A few 
plants seem to hold their own under 
birches: agapanthus (including the var-
iegated ones), Japanese maple, mondo 
grass, campanula, flax lily and plec-
tranthus. Extra food and water applied 
close to the affected plants should help, 
but if it doesn’t, consider randomly 
placing large potted plants around and 
under the ravenous birches. •MJ
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But our  biggest asset is our people!
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Well capitalized and ready to lend!

White birch 
is a thirsty 
addition to 
your gar-
den. Plant 
with care, 
says Mr. 
Greenjeans

Arguably the best location in Montecito, this~3.67 acre Cape Cod 
estate has spectacular mountain and ocean views with a ! acre 
newly planted and fenced citrus and avocado orchard. The property 
is only accessed by quiet, private streets o" the Upper Village. This 
is truly a special opportunity to own one of the #nest properties 
and land values in Montecito.                    O"ered at $8,975,000
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