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guys’ privates are so private that 
they’re on the inside. To determine 
what you’re working with here, you 
have to expose them by gently apply-
ing pressure to the abdomen. If you 
do successfully complete your mis-
sion without squashing all the guts 
out along with the other junk, it often 
takes an expert to even determine the 
difference between the male parts and 
the female parts once they’re visible.

I forget. Why did you want to know 
this again?

Death of the Carmel Creeper
Dear Mr. Greenjeans,

I have a real garden mystery going 
on in my yard. All the sections of 
Ceanothus ‘Carmel Creeper’ that I 
planted some years ago have begun 
to die out. This is taking place all over 
my property, in different beds and 
some are not even near the others. Is 
this some type of plant disease or epi-
demic do you think? The long, mature 
branches are slowly turning brown 
and dying back.
Yours,
Dying To Know

Dear Dying,
The good news is that there is not 

a rampant plant epidemic coursing 
through your yard. The bad news 
is that your ceanothus landscape has 
pretty much come to the end of its 
life. 

In our native rocky and well-drain-
ing soil many ceanothus growing wild 
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Ladybug spots do not denote gender, says Mr. 
Greenjeans
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In the Garden 
with Mr. Greenjeans

Lady Really a Lady?

by Randy Arnowitz

Dear Mr. Greenjeans,
This isn’t really a plant question but 

rather a bug question. How do you tell 
if a ladybug is a girl ladybug or a boy 
ladybug? I bet my husband a fancy 
dinner out that the difference has to do 
with the black spots on its back. Can 
you settle this for us? I really want to 
win this one.
Signed,
Seeing Spots in Summerland

Dear Spots,
Well, there’s a surprisingly large 

amount of information online regard-
ing this question. There are some real-
ly dumb sexist jokes about this very 
topic too, which I won’t insult you 
with by repeating – except there’s this 
one that has to do with taking a couple 
of ladybugs far away from their home 
and the one that agrees to stop and 
ask for directions is the…well, you get 
the idea.

Anyway, there are possibly as many 
as 5,000 different species of ladybugs 
with more than 450 of them occurring 
in North America alone. They can 
have three, five, seven or even 24 spots 
while some have none. But, since the 
spots do not denote the gender of the 
beast, it looks like you’re buying.

The easiest way to tell the difference 
between a male and female ladybug 
is if you catch them in the act. Simply 
put, the male is the one on the top and 
the female is the one watching Oprah.

Individually however, it is not so 
easy to distinguish the sexes because 
basically, you have to find their exter-
nal reproductive structures. Aside 
from this being a little rude, it’s also 
complicated by the fact that these 

Randy – Mr. Greenjeans 
– resides in a potting 
shed with 200 orchids 
and his golden retriever 
“Peaches.” He enthusi-
astically welcomes your 
gardening questions; 
address them to green-
jeansmr@verizon.net.
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the plant) rather than overhead water-
ing will help and be sure to space them 
far enough apart so they don’t climb 
over themselves as they mature.

Prune After Bloom 
Dear Mr. Greenjeans,

A few years ago I planted a ‘Belle 
of Portugal’ climbing rose on a large 
arbor above my sunny carport. I prune 
it every January when I cut back my 
hybrid tea roses. I’m totally in love 
with the pendulous, semi-double, 
shell pink blooms but so far I am not 
overly impressed by the amount of 
blooms that I am getting. Is this rose 
just not a good producer here or could 
I be doing something wrong?

Sincerely,
Anita Moore-Budds

Dear Anita,
I think you may have better luck 

and more blooms if you prune this 
one after it blooms instead of before 
it blooms. Some one-time bloom-
ers such as climbing Cecile Brunner 
and Lady Banks’ Rose (Rosa bank-
siae) benefit from this late prun-
ing. Hopefully you’re feeding with 
a good, organic-type food that feeds 
the soil along with the plant. That 
will help also. Good luck. •MJ

will have a life span of 10-15 years if 
not burned up in a fire. When you 
take these plants and grow them in 
heavy garden soil with regular irri-
gation they often succumb to root 
rot and are just not as long-lived. 
Having mulch  and garden litter 
banked up against the trunks and 
branches makes them even more 
prone to rot.

I’m assuming you planted all your 
ceanothus in one shot, which would 
account for them all going down at the 
same time.

Next time around if you choose 
this plant try growing them out from 
young, one gallon plants and plant 
them slightly above grade. Irrigating 
with drippers (placed a foot away from 

I don’t take a dime of their [lobbyist] money, and when I am president, they won’t find a job in my White House – Barack Hussein Obama

The Village
Gardener

Call for a free estimate

www.thevi l lagegardenersb.com
805.745.1125

COMMERCIAL ! RESIDENTIAL

He is creating his show “Falling 
in Love with Love” in New York, 
to launch in Santa Barbara at the 
Granada. Howard and his co-star 
Rebecca Luker will be performing 
favorite Broadway love songs and 
duets Saturday night.

(For tickets call the Granada box 
office at 899-2222.)

Mokler Retiring – 
Say it Ain’t So!

Yep – that Rick Mokler – Director 
of the SBCC Theatre. And to continue 
with our Santa Barbara three-degrees-
of-separation, let me lead off by men-
tioning that one of Rick Mokler’s first 
local performances was in “Man of 
la Mancha” with Howard McGillin. 
There , now our segue is all in order.

You know, I can’t recall precisely 
when I first met Rick Mokler. I was 
never a student in his classes. But oh, 
how I do remember our first show, 
a spectacular production of “George 
M!” I was a specialty dancer and he 
was the director – upbeat, enthusias-
tic and inspiring. The show reflected 
every bit of that influence: it enjoyed 
an amazing 4-minute standing ova-
tion after each performance. 

Later, we performed together in 
the last local musical presented at the 
Bowl – “Oklahoma!” I was a dancer 
and he played loveable Will Parker 
wooing Ado Annie with the same 
sense of infectious fun and exuber-
ance. 

But, in addition to directing and 
performing for a variety of local the-
atre groups, Mokler is best known as 
an educator. He has shared his love 

of on-the-stage craft for 17 years with 
students at La Colina Junior High, 
San Marcos High, and Santa Barbara 
High, and for the last 21 years with 
SBCC Theatre Department. 

Now, after nearly 40 years of teach-
ing and directing, inspiring and 
uplifting more than 5,000 people, Rick 
Mokler is taking final bows.

To celebrate his contributions over 
those years, a big retirement party 
is being held by his family, friends, 
former students and fellow thespians 
from Santa Barbara Theatre Group, 
Curtain Up Productions, etc.

S o , To - A l l - W h o m - T h i s - M a y -
Concern: consider yourself noticed 
and invited and dahlings do spread 
the word to mark your calendars for 
Saturday, June 5, at 1 pm at Skofield 
Park, (Area A). The event will be a 
pot-luck picnic lunch. And, in addi-
tion to bringing a dish to share, people 
should be prepared to bring stories, 
memories and laughs. This should 
be a great excuse for reunions of all 
sorts.

Contact his wife, Wendy, at wmok
ler@yahoo.com and tell her you 
wouldn’t miss this for the world (and 
also tell her what you will bring – so 
we have the minimum daily require-
ment of vegetables to mitigate all the 
chocolate desserts.)

Local Teen Idol 
Announced

One talented kid who will be on 
hand to meet Howard backstage is 
the winner of the Santa Barbara Teen 
Idol singing contest. The contest was 
produced by Joe Lambert (who is 
producing Howard’s show) and the 
400+ in the audience at Dos Pueblos 
Performing Arts complex last week 
could immediately text their votes 
after the contestants had finished. 

“Santa Barbara has voted and 
decided”….and Miss Allison 
Lewis, daughter of Carrie Towbes, 
and granddaughter of you-know-
who (Michael) was the audience 
favorite. •MJ
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Rick Mokler, who has 
worked with students at 
La Colina Junior High, 
San Marcos High, Santa 
Barbara High and SBCC 
retires; a picnic lunch in 
his honor will be held at 
Skofield Park 

Ceanothus has a lifespan of 10-15 years in ideal 
conditions; over-watering can cause them to live 
a lot less time 

Belle of Portugal roses are best maintained by 
pruning after they bloom rather than before 
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